
The Barkly ‘Regional 
Deal’ moved an-
other step closer 
this week when 

representatives from the 
Commonwealth and Ter-
ritory governments and 
Council met up with resi-
dents on Thursday.
The public meeting, host-

ed by the Department of 
Prime Minister and Cabi-
net, Northern Territory 
Government (NTG), Barkly 
Regional Council and the 
Department of Infrastruc-
ture, Regional Develop-
ment and Cities, was an 
opportunity for people to 
ask questions and receive 
more information about the 
proposed deal.  
The Barkly Regional Deal 

was born out of several 
discussions over several 
months between the Coun-
cil, the Commonwealth and 
Territory governments, the 
Cultural Authority Group, 
local business people and 

other organisations, both 
Aboriginal and non-Aborig-
inal, within the Barkly.
Earlier this month the 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Michael McCormack and 
Minister for Indigenous Af-
fairs Senator Nigel Scul-
lion called in on Council 
to pledge that the regional 
deal will go ahead.
Mr McCormack told us 

on the day in Council 
Chambers: “We want this 
to work; this must work, 
not just for the sake of the 
people of the Barkly but for 
other regional communities 
in Australia, too.”
The proposed deal in-

cludes an outline of plans 
for social and economic 
development in Tennant 
Creek and the Barkly, in-
cluding improving public 
housing, job opportunities 
and investment (private 
and public), as well as 
promoting and investing in 
social activities such as the 

arts and sports.
We also want the deal 

to improve infrastructure 
throughout the region with 

a five-year plan to attract 
new industry, business and 
investment as part of a 
commitment to making the 

towns and communities of 
the Barkly more vibrant, 
connected and active.
There is, of course, a lot 

more consultation to occur 
right across the region, and 
we will keep you informed 
of the latest developments.
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l The first and second lot of 
seeding for the Staunton Street 
oval has been completed by 
Council’s Depot crew with sprinkler 
controls in patchy areas replaced.
l Proposed work for reinforced 
concrete plinth construction for 
mounting headstones at the 
Tennant Creek Cemetery awarded 
to Remote Concrete.
l Switchboard upgrades to 
accommodate the new fire alarm 
system in the Library, Civic Hall 
and council office buildings at 41 
and 58 Peko Road completed by 

Dexter Barnes.
l Remote Civil Pty Ltd, of 
Katherine, won the tender for 
the repair of sealed roads at 
Alpurrurulam.
l The Mayor met with the 
Australian Ambassador to the 
Philippines, Ms Amanda Gorely, 
during a visit to Manila. He also 
caught up with the South Australian 
Ombudsman in Adelaide to 
discuss Local Government and 
the Independent Commissioner 
Against Corruption (ICAC) starting 
in the Northern Territory.

l Increase in social and public housing in 
Tennant Creek and across the Barkly region for 
the next five years;
l Establish appropriate industries to provide 
real jobs, particularly with regard to Indigenous 
training and employment;  
l Renew infrastructure in the region. Some 
key infrastructure requirements include a new 
primary school and a boarding school facility 
for local children in Tennant Creek  (similar to 
Nhulunbuy), and reinstating the weather radar;
l Establish Tennant Creek as a mining, 
minerals and gas services supply centre to 
help create new business and industry for the 
town and region. Part of this proposal would 
require establishing a new rail corridor between 
Tennant Creek and Mt Isa, a training centre 
to specialise in these growth industries, and a 
National Mining Museum;
l Request to reinstate the Business 
Development Officer in the Barkly. Around 
July 2017 the two positions of Economic 
Development Officer and Business 
Development Officer were amalgamated into 
one role. In keeping with the Regional Deal’s 
aim to attract new business and investment as 
well as provide support for existing business 
and develop Indigenous business programs 
two staff at the helm would be a positive move 
forward for the region;
l Advocate for the effective use of police 
resources across the region, including 
reinstating a permanent police presence in 
Alpurrurulam and withdrawal of police from 
outside bottle shops. Residents need to see 
officers deployed where they are needed.  
According to the latest NT Police crime statistics, 
house break-ins in Tennant Creek are up 70.1% 

compared to the previous 12-month period with 
commercial break-ins up 20.7%, motor vehicle 
theft up 15.6% and property damage up 14.7%; 
l Keep the multi-modal transport facility in 
Tennant Creek instead of moving it up to 
Katherine as mooted by the NTG under its 
Planning for a Vibrant Future discussion paper. 
The proposed site for the freight hub, adjacent 
to the quarry off Warrego Road, has strong 
interest from at least one company wanting to 
progress the site; 
l Request for recurrent funding for the 
Council’s Language, Literacy and Numeracy 
(Core Skills) Program. Council already receives 
one-off grants for its Core Skills Program, but a 
commitment to longer term funding agreements 
would ensure the sustainable growth of 
Indigenous employment and training in the 
region; 
l Request for longer term commitment for 
remote sport funding across the region. Council 
receives funding for the delivery of sports 
and recreation services at four communities - 
Ali Curung, Alpurrurulam, Ampilatwatja, and 
Elliott - but no direct funding for Epenarra 
(Wutunugurra). Currently, agreements stand at 
one year. Five-year funding agreements would 
enable the sustainable and long-term delivery 
of remote sports and recreational activities;
l Set up school councils to encourage parents 
to be involved in the school and their student’s 
education and to assist in improving upon 
school attendance; and
l Establish greater coordination and 
collaboration between government and non-
government service providers in Tennant Creek 
and the Barkly region.

WHAT’S NEW...

Barkly Regional Deal one step closer
with Mayor 
Steve Edgington

Meet Cr Sid Vashist
Councillor Sid Vashist joined 
Barkly Regional Council in 
September last year after the 
elections and represents the Patta 
Ward. He is the youngest ever 
elected councillor to serve on 
Council. 
A migrant Australian-Indian, he 

has lived in remote regions of 
Australia for the past 13 years. He 
has called Tennant Creek home 
for the past seven years and 
truly believes in the beauty and 
potential of the Barkly region. 
Over the years Cr Vashist 

has worked in a variety of jobs, 
including managing pilot youth 
projects and diversionary youth 
programs while with Catholic 
Care NT. He held an active role 
in establishing the 2016 trial 
project for an after-hours youth 
centre, now called Youth Links. He 
currently works as the Electoral 
Officer for the Member for Barkly, 
Gerry McCarthy.

Cr Vashist’s role as a councillor 
offers a unique opportunity to hear 
and learn from residents and work 
for the community. It also allows 
him the chance to participate in the 
delivery of policies which provide 
positive outcomes for Tennant 
Creek and the wider communities 
in the Barkly.

MOVING FORWARD: Pictured from left, Cr Sid Vashist, Cr Jeffrey McLaughlin, Cr Ricky Holmes, 
Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack, Mayor Steve Edgington, Senator Nigel Scullion, Cr Kris 
Civitarese, Cr Ronald Plummer, Cr Ray Aylett and Cr Jack Clubb.
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